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PRESS RELEASE

The Fishing Party supports the calling for an ICAC inquiry into the implementation of the NSW Recreational Fishing License and will provide relevant evidence to any inquiry.

The party has called for an independent trust audit on many occasions only to be dismissed and now those reasons for denial are becoming more evident.

Robert Smith, the party chairman, said an official request for the investigation will be delivered from the party to ICAC underlining the many discrepancies in the whole structure of this hideous tax, not just the 24 commercial license buy-back scam. Anglers are even paying interest on this scam. 

Just 40% of over 1 million users pay a fee to supposedly enhance the fishing while the Government reaps the tax rewards and reduces their own budgets and public servants. Is this the way of refinancing the NSW Access Economics F rating (f for failed economic failure)?

The NSW Government has breached the public trust and must answer openly on the license trusts expenditure, which is somewhat disguised by their internal audits. The fishing community wants to see the finer details of expenditure and whether or not there is an abuse of funds.

Mr Smith said that the party is so disgusted by this discriminative tax that it has also implemented a 3 month state wide Fishing and License survey to actually find out if anglers are happy with paying this fee when knowing all these hidden facts. The survey will be available in electronic form and hard copy from the party website www.thefishingparty.info or at participating tackle stores and possibly the fishing media and through fishing clubs. The survey will be available from Wednesday 21st July until Friday 21st October and results made public shortly after.

Participants wanting to take part in this survey and for further information can contact          Robert Smith on 0265560338, 0408434591 or email to rsm35254@bigpond.net.au
