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NEWS RELEASE

Support the Fishing Party

Fishing, Boating, Recreation and everyday Australians need more than lobby groups. They have failed amid the political deals so It’s Time to Get Political so a call to the fishing community
The Fishing Party is again testing the waters of Western Australia to establish a state political branch.

Fishing chat sites are alive with debate on the merits of getting representatives for “Fishing” into the parliamentary system of WA. 34% of the state population is reported to partake in this wonderful sport and recreation, equating to six hundred and eighty three thousand four hundred anglers fishing for food and enjoyment. 
Recreational fishing generates over three billion dollars to the national economy with three hundred million returned to the states in GST. The fishing community expects a fair return in funding and management but the both are lacking. The party believes that a united angling and fishing group could provide enough political pressure to gain a better result from governments wanting re-election or legislation passed.

Because of this lack of funding and management there has been a call for “another fishing license” which The Fishing Party totally opposes, when governments already reap the tax benefits. With the large number involved in fishing the possibilities are endless as to what could be achieved.
Robert Smith, the federal party and NSW chairman is advocating a possible change of support exists because of disenchantment with the overall fishery and marine management. It’s not just about catching fish or overexploiting the resource as some depict as there are many issues that are not being addressed for a sustainable resource. Governments prefer to lock up areas and ban fishing rather than manage them. Rottnest Island the latest casuality
The Fishing Party states that lock up areas are an option, if indeed the evidenced based science supports such a last resort action. Access to beaches and headlands, offshore reefs and islands are being prohibited for no proven reason. The environmental problems are also not being addressed in water quality and quantity, sewage, toxic runoffs, siltation, along with excessive nutrients influencing diseases and viruses. Erosion and the destruction of fish nurseries are also part of the list. Governments have locked up the land and now are being pressured to lock up the oceans.
The Fishing Party as a start to creating policies for WA:- 

• Will support and campaign total access rights for low impact sustainable fishing. 
• Will encourage and protect customary and traditional use of the marine resource. 
• Will address and campaign on a centre line approach to fisheries management/legislation and (Marine Protected Area’s if proven to be needed). 
• Will demand proper stakeholder consultation and participation in the process. 
• Will consider no-take fishing zones only if no other action is appropriate. 
• Will continue to oppose the extremist’s anti-fishing agenda. 
• Will liaise with the major parties with sensible fishery management propositions. 
• Will support evidenced based science conservation and dismiss emotional rhetoric. 
• Will endeavor to get proper and fair funding for sustainable fisheries management. 
• Will put our ideas in submissions when they are called. 
• Will discuss and put relevant matters to Government Ministers. 
• Will keep the public informed on important findings and research. 
• Will support appropriate Government funded buyouts to the commercial fishing industry on a state-wide basis. 
• Will support Total Allowable Catches from a science perspective. 
• Will support seasonal closures on a science biomass evaluation. 
• Will support the business community for compensation in times of Government controlled business denial through lock-up actions. 
• Will push for environmental reform on water quality and quantity

For more information: tune into the WA Fishing chat sites, contact The Fishing Party at www.thefishingparty.info , Join up, call or email Bob Smith at the above contacts.

A Foundation meeting will take place when enough members commit to the party. 500 are needed to gain political party registration with the WAEC
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