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Latest Report

Charter operators decimated by green zones
Federal Environment Minister Ian Campbell yesterday released a controversial review of the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Act. 

Its recommendations include there be no alterations to the current zoning plan for at least seven years.

The review also calls for a report to be conducted every five years into the effectiveness of the park's management and pressures on the ecosystem.

The federal Nationals Member for Dawson, De-Anne Kelly, says the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Act review is a scathing attack on the reef management authority, written in calm bureaucratic language.

But that of little consolation to fishing charter operators working out of Airlie Beach. 

Ken Bryant of Marlin Blue Charters at Airlie Beach has run a day-trip fishing charter for tourists in the Whitsunday's for the past 17 years, but since much of the reef close to shore was closed, day trips are no longer viable.

Marlin Blue was averaging 150 trips a year prior to the 2004, they now do roughly 20 trips.

Mr Bryant says the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority misled charter boat operators to achieve their objectives.

He says their log-books were used to systematically decipher where operators frequented and GBRMPA then closed these areas.

Mr Bryant says around 71 per cent of closer inshore reefs around the Whitsundays were closed.

