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THE FISHING PARTY (NSW)- POLITICAL FISHING STATEMENT AND POSITION ON MARINE PARKS
The Fishing Party:-

· Is an independent political party.
· Will support and campaign total access rights for low impact sustainable fishing.
· Will encourage and protect customary and traditional use of the marine resource.

· Will address and campaign on a centre line approach to fisheries management/legislation and (Marine Protected Area’s if proven to be needed).
· Opposes the current/proposed NSW Government Marine Park No-Fishing Zones.
· Will call for a 20 year moratorium on MPA’s, demanding properly funded localised research and all existing zones declared general use.
· Will demand proper stakeholder consultation and participation in the process.

· Will consider no-take fishing zones only if no other action is appropriate. 

· Condemns the Labor/Greens Marine Park deal.
· Is campaigning politically to end the NSW Labor 10 year lockout agenda on both the land and water.
· Will continue to oppose the Greens and extremist’s anti-fishing agenda.

· Supports the ECOFishers proposals in principal but not limited to, and will participate in their actions if sanctioned.
· Supports in principal, the Coalition Marine Park Election announcement (written one) but not limited to.
· Will liaise with the major parties with sensible fishery management propositions.
· Will support evidenced based science conservation and dismiss emotional rhetoric.

· Will endeavor to get proper and fair funding for fisheries management.
· Will put our ideas in submissions when they are called.
· Will discuss and put relevant matters to Government Ministers.

· Will keep the public informed on important findings and research.

· Will support appropriate Government funded buyouts to the commercial fishing industry on a state-wide basis.

· Will support Total Allowable Catches from a science perspective.

· Will support seasonal closures on a science biomass evaluation.

· Will support the business community for compensation in times of Government controlled business denial through lock-up actions.

· Will push for environmental reform on water quality and quantity.

The Fishing Party has a political commitment to make and is not a lobby group.

There is a need to combat the green dominance of political manipulation which can only be achieved at the voting box and threats to politicians of loosing their seat or governance. The party is trying to offer this in calling for candidates to stand in Labor electorates as the threat and for a chance to get some representation in the important Upper House where the Greens get their power to make deals.
One or even two TFP representatives would be an absolute threat. The Greens are after a fourth representative in John Kaye to further upset the balance. This MUST not happen if you want to remain enjoying and accessing the outdoors.

In the last election TFP promised that if elected the first priority would be to commit to a stakeholder group/committee/board to formulate actions to be taken in the Upper House/Lower house so as to give directions to the member to proceed with. That promise is still the first priority from TFP.
This coming March 2007 NSW Election will see many Crossbenchers (Independent and Party) in the Upper House depart politics. With the two major party’s under control by the Greens it will be a fiasco and whether you are on the land or sea you will be restricted further. Please don’t let it happen.

VOTE 1  The Fishing Party and direct your preferences so Labor or the Greens fail to get them.
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