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Port Stephens (Political) Marine Park Announced.

Sustainable recreational fishing, its associated tourism, businesses, sea change retirees and holiday makers are being unduly penalized in favor of green driven emotional rhetoric with these unnecessary Marine Park Empire announcements.
The green groups denounce the parks and zonings but offer no real local scientific evidence for the closures so it smacks of political pressure and political deals to a Labor party desperate for re-election in a state of disarray. Surely the fishing communities can see through this charade of over-use of the precautionary principal and the hypocrisy of an out of control Labor Government.
All the recreational community wanted to see in this whole Park process was the proof that sanctuary zones are really needed and that the marine species they target were in such a decline that lock up zones are the only way to resolve the problem if it existed. None of which can be explained by either the Labor Government, its Ministers or the demanding conservationists.

Robert Smith, The Fishing Party chairman stated that the fishing communities need to be aware that the fishing park zoning announcements whether they have 20%, 17% or any amount of sanctuaries are just the start of future massive lock out areas. It has to be remembered that no Marine Protected Area boundary has ever become smaller.

The Fishing Party supports and welcomes the NSW Coalition commitment of if they are elected at least the zoning boundaries will be rehashed in a more open and scientific based consultation program. There needs to be site specific reasons for any fishing ban to take place.

Further information contact Robert Smith: 
Contact as above.

