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News Item/letters

The recent announcement by Fisheries Minister Ian Macdonald, that the Port Stephens Great Lakes marine park zonings will be ‘Phased in” after the overdue and imminent final plan release reeks of political power play.
Robert Smith, the party chairman, expects a much softened sanctuary zoning plan because of the recent political unrest and scandal within the NSW Labor party. It would also be expected from a desperate government that any such announcements prior to the influx of statewide holiday makers over the Christmas period having their longtime fishing spots lost would be political suicide so close to an election.
There is no need for these “political parks” and no evidence supporting fishing closures within the three nautical state controlled waters. ‘Ecological Sustainable Use” after a massive decrease in commercial licenses is glaringly evident under customary and current use so why change it or penalize the recreational industry or the remaining commercial fishery.
The Fishing Party is calling on the Minister and Iemma government to place a twenty year moratorium on creating these zonings and to provide the ongoing necessary research to prove to the communities that zonings are really needed. Patagonian Toothfish, North Sea Cod and Orange Roughy scientific facts have absolutely no bearing on the tailor, bream, blackfish or flathead fishing in the state zones. 

Even “Small zones” will lead to massive zones in later years. Just say NO MINISTER.

Further comment can be obtained from: - Robert Smith as above addresses and contact numbers.

