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UQ marine experts want more scientific analysis included in the rezoning of the Moreton Bay Marine Park and less politics and scaremongering. 

Public input is being sought now on the rezoning of the Park which could change how people access and use the Bay. 

Less than one percent of the Bay is currently within a protected green zone but there has been strong opposition to further protection. 


UQ ecology and mathematics Professor Hugh Possingham
, a Fellow of the Australian Academy of science and member of the Park's Independent Expert Scientific Panel, said the Queensland Government needed to stick to the principles determined by the science panel. 

"It is important that the areas chosen for protection are based on sound scientific principles and relevant socioeconomic data," Professor Possingham said. 

"The panel has advised the Environment Minister that most of the international scientific literature points to protecting between 20-40 percent of all marine systems in no-take areas. 

"The expert panel developed guiding principles for the review and the State Government must ensure they use these principles to rezone our Bay." 

Professor Possingham's research group designed the "Marxan" computer program which designed Great Barrier Reef Marine Park protection areas. The package is the most widely used reserve design software in the world, now used in more than 70 countries. 


UQ Moreton Bay Research Station
 research and education manager Dr Kathy Townsend, a rezoning Stakeholder Advisory Group member and expert on many aspects of the Park, said only 0.5 percent of the Park was fully protected. 
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Shane Boese

Shane Boese of the Fishing Party makes the following points. 

Moreton Bay is our backyard and for many of us it is more than just a recreational playground or a pretty picture to look at. Moreton Bay is an integral part of a large majority of our lifestyles - whether it be recreational fishing, time spent with the family outdoors or commercial interests. Moreton Bay is an integral part of the fabric of our society, economics, family, health and wellbeing. The prospect of unnecessary exclusion under scientific pretext of protection is a very real fear within the community. 

So far community consultation for the general public has been limited to an online survey. Once the draft plan is released what can the general public expect by way of community consultation - another electronic survey? Or will EPA actually start talking to the people? Has anything been learned by government through the Great Barrier Reef exercise and the economic and social fallout from that process? It is now 3 years later and the Federal Government is still cleaning up. 


If the Review process was working properly, why change Ministers just before the due release of the Draft Management Plan? Why have Federal Ministers been so outspoken on current information available on the Moreton Bay Review? If Moreton Bay is such a fragile environment, why has the EPA approved the pumping of tons of sand from Middle Banks for the Airport development? Are fishermen and recreational users of the Bay being seen as "soft targets" in a far bigger game of political chess? 

Dr Townsend from the University of Queensland appeals for less scaremongering about the bay. I am not an academic or career politician, I am a local businessman, resident and responsible user of Moreton Bay and I do fear for our future as the limited information that has been available has been far from reassuring.  

"Stakeholders have been fully engaged by the Environmental Protection Agency [EPA] throughout the review process," Dr Townsend said. 

"However, I fear that objective science may be disregarded as pressure on the EPA and Environment Minister from interest groups increases. 

"I call on the Environment Minister, Lindy Nelson-Carr to involve her scientific advisors more fully," Dr Townsend said. 

"All the stakeholders despite their backgrounds, have one common goal: to maintain the health of Moreton Bay. 

"Science cannot, and should not, play a backseat in a process as critical as this." 

Dr Townsend oversees many scientific investigations about the health and diversity of Moreton Bay each year at her research labs on North Stradbroke Island. 

More Information


Recommendations from the Independent Expert Panel can be viewed here. 


