NSW IS NOT OVERFISHED  (reply to Paul Winn, Opinion NH 20th July)
“Recreation Fishers Already Have The Regulations Mr. Winn- We Do Not Need Anymore”
   Does Paul Winn not believe we need the land and the sea to live of? I know most modern day doomsayers believe that food comes in packaged lots with instructions. We do not want to live on nuts and hide in caves and yes the ancestry of being hunters and gatherers is still prevalent. I put my hand up.  We do have comfortable lives in many ways Mr. Winn with some having all the whizzbangery with the majority not. That’s not the point, our point being anti-fishing extreme agendas which you rightly portray fishing as becoming political. We protest against this agenda with factual concerns. 
   There are many myths and fallacies promoted by pit street farmers and café latte conservationists and the likes of Mr. Winn. They need to be exposed, records set straight, and mischievous minds cleared. Many lessons are to be learned within our oceans and waterways. Land managers and management is not par for the course in having responsibility of our waterways, they haven’t even got that right. Not to have successful land management means a waste of time attempting the same disillusions for aquatics.  It requires a different text book and different readers. Statistics get ambushed to create illusions. Marine science gets waylaid to sate the masters and they certainly cannot determine its management from behind a desk, it has now become a business. To abdicate recreational fishing as a root cause of unproven marine resource decline is way off the mark. Much evidence supports recreational fishing in NSW to have little or no affect on the sustainability of the resource.
   There is a great misconception with sanctuary recruitment areas. Paul Winn suggests that there is “enormous amounts of evidence extolling sanctuary zones”. None of it is associated or relevant with NSW.  Areas such as the Philippines and NZ get promoted as successes in Marine Protected Areas. The Philippines has 100 such areas with limited results in 4 of them. To even breathe the Philippine areas as a comparison to NSW reefs and marine management is being deceitful. NZ has 16 such areas with 12 major failures

   I quote from New Zealander Dr J Floor Anthoni that can be applied to NSW, “Due to the myths and fallacies spread by traveling protagonists of marine reserves, few of whom do actually dive; the nonsense has spread world-wide. It has made people expect too much from protected areas. Although marine reserves will work in places where fishing is the only threat, they will not work where other threats remain, such as mud from erosion, sewage and so on. But the main point is that everywhere else, the marine environment and the land are different from those in New Zealand. We must not make the mistake by taking their findings and solutions and applying these here. Every new marine reserve must stand or fall by its own merits. Furthermore, countries with large land masses such as America and Australia have large amounts of mud entering their coastal seas. Many of the protected areas in California are degrading, just as they do here. Even the Great Barrier Reef is under serious stress, with loss of habitats, fouling by mud, disease and ecosystem changes (for worse).”
“Maintaining that the GBR is overfished at an annual harvest of 17kg/km2 when over a broad range of other Pacific reef areas an average of 7,700kg/km2 (Fig. 2) is sustainable is not a credible argument.”
   There is no creditable argument to support no-take zones for recreational anglers in NSW and in fact most evidence supports an increasing stock supply and availability. Commercial fishers no longer target Tailor because regulations prevent them
   If Mr. Winn is so concerned with protecting diversity then his campaign should be directed at the most damaging environmental problems that still exist when Marine Parks are established. That is sewage and outfalls, erosion, siltation, sea-grass and kelp decay, toxic algae, diseases and viruses, fish nursery destruction, storm water and land management. 

  For some excellent research links to support this, visit The Fishing Party website > www.thefishingparty.info.
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