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Newcastle Herald Opinion &Analysis (Salkavich Thursday Jan 5)

Wilderness Society Marine Confusion: - The Anglers Perspective
Lisette Salkavich is confusing poor fishing skills, manipulation of percentage numbers and fisheries management with conserving biodiversity. Marine Parks Authority, Minister for Fisheries and Scientists say that Marine Parks and the Marine Park Act are to conserve biodiversity. The Fisheries Management Act is to conserve and sustain fish and both need to be addressed by facts not emotional rhetoric or propaganda. To say that only 0.6% sanctuary is a far cry from the wanted 20-30% is totally misleading. 80% of the bioregion is already a sanctuary by default as very little or no fishing takes place in that region. 0.6% is 100% of the recognized fishing zones. Shouldn’t we be enhancing and directing our attention to the areas of little marine life and not worrying about the proven biodiversity hotspots, after all they have been supposedly flogged and abused for 200 odd years. Not bad credentials to maintain fishing.

It must be publicly stated that fishing is a renewable resource, not like mining or oil exploration or water piracy. Facts show that one mature Black spawning Bream will release between 300,000 and 3 million fertilized eggs to be hatched within 2 days into the shallow water estuary habitat of seagrass and weeds. Imagine how 1,000 spawning Black Bream would make the 13 million finfish (equating as 1 fish per angler per month) allegedly extracted by recreational fishers annually seem incidental? With a thousand or more species of catchable fish varieties available and not one of them under the threat of extinction in NSW this continued emotional propaganda is a bit silly and just emphasizes the extreme green anti-fishing agenda. The spillover effect from sanctuary zones extremists promote is non-existent and science does not advocate it openly, neither do the Marine Park Authority. Research that gets promoted with reference to overseas projects is site specific and changes for different areas.

The Fishing Party observation and my own research taken from the CSIRO, Professor Leon Zann, Dr Bill Ballantine and Dr Robert Schipp from the Alabama University along with Dr Walter Starck on the Great Barrier Reef research, has them all promoting specific summaries and specific results, some even promote research as unsubstantiated and only apply if certain conditions exist, in other words in an ideal world. Nature is beautiful; it is also kind and cruel. Without nature the human race would not have got past the dinosaur stage if it got that far. Ancestors lived on killing food- Skippy the roo, Bluey the groper and Percy the pig and Bambi have fed our human race and continue to do so. The extreme green agenda would have us living in caves eating lentil burgers and leaves if they had their way. Today’s society is being overtaken by the radical elements. Bushfires now prevail and countless wildlife is BBQ’d as a result. Hypocrisy at its best with human life put at risk to combat it. 

Research from these renowned research authorities also highlights the real reasons for biodiversity deficiencies. Total destruction of seagrasses and kelps and not their disturbance tops the list of all research data as the killer of biodiversity. Nature disturbs the grasses just like some fishing effort does but nature soon regenerates it all, just like mowing your lawn. On this issue The Fishing Party observes that the silence from TWS, NCC and NPA is deafening, why? Sewage, water quality and piracy, habitat destruction, erosion, stormwater and chemical runoff, industry remnants, massive siltation, deadly marine viruses and toxic algae and acid sulphate are the greatest threat to the biodiversity. Prof Zann stated that up to 50% of our coastal fish stocks might have been lost due to environment disasters. The green silence is still deafening. Just imagine how many little bream and other struggling hatchlings have perished due to this continuing total mismanagement.

Fishers question and dispel the supposedly low numbers of Grey Nurse Sharks and the need for sanctuary zones. Evidence suggests many other sites not accessed in the 66 CSIRO site number count, have a lot more GNS than is being made public. There is 500 GNS they say but the extreme agenda does not care if there are 10,000, they still want sanctuary zones. Government worries more about the economic costs to the household community rather than the shark problems and what the community is WTP (willing to pay) a method of deriving demand and hence the benefit of shark protection. E.g. from a viewed table I quote in reference to critical habitat sites having: - No commercial fishing the threshold WTP per NSW Household would be $1.78. No charter boat fishing equals $2.08. No diving equals $10.55. No recreational fishing equals $14.17. Only diving equals $17.83 and all out equals a Household cost amount of $28.38 

Yes biodiversity needs prioritised protection but stopping recreational fishing is not the answer and proof is just what Lisette Salkavich says and I quote “ Lake Macquarie council has reported a boom in marine life since the removal of commercial fisherman” but recreational fishers still abound.
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