I, Robert Arthur Smith, Federal Chairman of The Fishing Party request to the Senate that this Bill reintroduced by Democrat Andrew Bartlett be dismissed on the grounds that the interests and livelihoods of the Australian Rural , Recreational and Commercial Fishing and the Outdoor Sporting Shooters and Hunting Communities will be unduly penalized in their activities. The ramifications on society will be unjust when already State protection laws exist.

National Animal Welfare Bill                            Federal Senate June 2005 

Often described as one of Australia’s leading passengers on society, Democrat Andrew Bartlett, first introduced this Private Members Bill into the Senate on the 11th August 2003 with two readings. Of course it has the backing of the Greens and all animal activists and unfortunately brings together the radical multi-facets of campaigns as well. Organisations, some with good intent but mostly misguided, akin to the P.E.T.A organization, the Greens, Nature Conservation Councils, Platypus Society’s and Wilderness Society’s would be anticipating a Bill like this to make National headlines to keep the fire burning. To my knowledge no headlines have been prominent and it is now nearing the end of 2005 and rearing its head by being re-introduced to the Senate on the 20th June 2005. 

Other nations are being subjected to the same agenda so the ramifications and the cause need to be exposed. It seems that Political survival runs rife and that Hunting and Fishing are major targets.

To disregard this Bill would not expose its potential even though most would see through it.

This Bill by the wording, gives an indication to the reader of great expectations and remorseful emotive protection of animals that in itself promotes care and responsibility but it is something that existing State and Territory laws already control quite appropriately. Whether intentional or not there are many underlying chances throughout the Bill to bring into play other sinister complications and I refer to fishing as both Recreational (sport, pleasure, recreation or protein) and Commercial pitfalls.

I don’t think this Bill will go anywhere or receive any support without massive alterations. The ramifications could be horrendous on the outdoor Australian way of life and to the rural community.

The Bill undoubtedly if passed and accented, would be pounced upon by the anti-fishing activists to have FISHING listed under some schedules and wording and pressure would be applied by them to cease that activity. That being the case a revolution would occur of untold disobedience.

To prove my point I quote from Activist sites that would pounce on this Bill with gusto.

Mikal.E.Belicove------- www.belicove.com   A case against Recreational Fishing

“This page is devoted to the exploration of the recreational value of fishing. I, Mikal E. Belicove (the owner and moderator of this site) believe that we as human beings should have evolved to the point by now where we do not take pleasure from intentionally causing harm to another living creature purely for our own recreational entertainment.

By and large, traditional animal rights -- as a movement, that is -- has given little, if any, focus to the area of catch and release fishing.

 The campaigns of the animal rights activists have historically focused on a variety of issues, including but not limited to, laboratory testing of animals, factory farming, vegetarianism / veganism, abolition of fur, rodeo and circus brutality, urban and rural animal overpopulation, and recreational hunting. 

Why then have activists' shied away from recreational fishing. All indications are that a campaign focused on putting an end to recreational fishing is not a winnable campaign. Yet each and every day, millions of fish are needlessly harmed for no reason other than for the recreational enjoyment of human beings.”

P.E.T.A website states:

Commercial Fishing

Commercial fishing is cruelty to animals on an almost unimaginable scale. Fish look so unlike humans that many people don’t realize that they feel pain, just as we do and lead complex intellectual lives
Recreational Fishing

Imagine reaching for an apple on a tree and having your hand suddenly impaled by a metal hook that drags you—the whole weight of your body pulling on that one hand—out of the air and into an atmosphere in which you cannot breathe. This is what fish experience when they are hooked for “sport.”

Fish Farms: Aquaculture

All fish farms are rife with pollution, disease, and suffering, regardless of their location. 

Aquafarms squander resources—it can take 5 pounds of wild-caught fish to produce just 1 pound of farmed fish—and pollute the environment with tons of fish foeces, antibiotic-laden fish feed, and diseased fish carcasses. 

Fish on aquafarms spend their entire lives in cramped, filthy enclosures, and many suffer from parasitic infections, diseases, and debilitating injuries. Conditions on some farms are so horrendous that 40 percent of the fish may die before farmers can kill and package them for food. In short, fish farms bring suffering and ecological devastation everywhere they go.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

In analyzing the Bill the following points are of sinister origin in relation to “fishing”  

This Bill may be cited as “The National Animal Welfare Act 2003”
Now cited as “The National Animal Welfare Act 2005”
A Bill for an Act to promote humane, responsible and accountable care, protection and use of domestic animals, livestock, wildlife and animals kept for scientific purposes, and the standards required to achieve this end, and for related purposes.

Wildlife: From a dictionary perspective is: an animal in its natural environment
3  Purposes of Act

The purposes of this Act are to do the following:

(a) promote the responsible care and use of animals;

(b) provide standards for the care and use of animals that:

(i) where it is deemed necessary to capture and kill wildlife, only those devices and techniques should be used which do not inflict unnecessary cruelty, harm non-target animals or damage natural habitat;

(ii)      prohibit the capture and killing of wild animals for the purpose of entertainment or sport;

(iii)      ensure that, in the implementation of the matters contained in paragraphs (i) and (ii), all necessary measures shall be taken to protect habitat and ecosystems;

(c) protect animals from unjustifiable, unnecessary or unreasonable    pain;

4 How purposes are to be primarily achieved

(b) allowing regulations to require compliance with codes of practice;

(d) prohibiting certain conduct in relation to animals;

(e) regulating certain conduct in relation to animals;

Division 4—Prohibited events
82  Meaning of prohibited event
A prohibited event means:

(f) an event prescribed under a regulation held for public enjoyment or entertainment, with or without charge to anyone present, at which anyone participating in the event causes an animal pain.

83  Participation in prohibited event

(1) A person must not:

(a) organise a prohibited event; or

(b) knowingly:

(i) permit a prohibited event to be organised; or

(ii) supply an animal for use in a prohibited event; or

(iii) supply premises for use for a prohibited event.

Maximum penalty: 300 penalty units or imprisonment for 1 year.

(2) In this section:

organise a prohibited event includes taking part in organising the event.

Schedule 2—Definitions
1  Definitions

In this Act, unless the contrary intention appears:

animal is any of the following:

(a) a live member of a vertebrate animal taxon;

(b) if it is in the last half of gestation or development a live pre-natal or pre-hatched creature that is:

(i) a mammalian or reptilian foetus;

(ii) an avian, mammalian or reptilian pre-hatched young;

(c) a live marsupial young;

(d) a live invertebrate creature of a species, or a stage of the life cycle of a species, from the class Cephalopoda or Malacostraca prescribed under a regulation for this paragraph.

However, a human being or human foetus is not an animal. To remove any doubt, it is declared that the following are not animals:

(e) the eggs, spat or spawn of a fish;

(f) a pre-natal, larval or pre-hatched creature, other than a creature mentioned in paragraph (b);

(g) another immature form of a creature, other than a creature mentioned in paragraph (b).

confine includes:

(a) caging or keeping an animal in captivity in some other way;

(b) maiming, mutilating or pinioning an animal or subjecting an animal to a device to hinder or prevent the animal’s free movement;

(c) tethering an animal.

humane methods of slaughter means methods whereby animals are rendered insensible to pain by mechanical, electrical, chemical or other means which are rapid and effective, before slaughter and before being shackled, hoisted, thrown, cast or cut.

vehicle includes an aircraft, boat, trailer, train and tram.

Note: The definition of vehicle in Schedule 2 is intended to be wide to enable inspectors to deal with animal welfare situations arising in relation to any vehicle used on land, sea or in the air.

Wildlife: From a dictionary perspective is: an animal in it’s natural environment i.e. FISH
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