Press Release

Environment Ministers Outrageous Claims

Federal Environment Minister David Kemp has been lambasted by members of 

The Fishing Party (Qld) for his ridiculous statements about the effects 

of the Great Barrier Reef no fishing zones.

Spokesperson Kevin Collins points out that while, during the public 

consultation phase of the controversial marine park program, no evidence 

was ever submitted to show the reef was at any stage over fished we are 

now expected to believe, according to the minister, that stopping 

fishing will fix the problems of global warming and mainland run-off.

Dr Kemp is quotes as saying "It is a remarkable advancement in 

protecting the reef against all the pressures to which it is subject". 

"Ending (non existent) overfishing will make the reef more able to 

withstand other damaging influences such as global warming and soil 

swept down rivers after heavy rain". This is despite all the pressures 

impacting on the reef from tourism operations, urban run-off and climate 

changes all continuing unabated in the new green zones. The fishing 

party (Qld) is unaware of any fish that eat soil and cool the water.

Collins said it was a typical government con job, more about buying 

green votes and green senators while addressing none of the major 

impacts on the reef. "It is typical of this government that they refuse 

to co-operate internationally on greenhouse gases and climate issues yet 

can come up with some cock and bull solution to try to con the public.

The Australian public might have believed the lies told about Tampa and 

the children overboard issue but trying to ling fishing with global 

warming is stretching even this governments grasp on reality". Ban 

fishing and the reef will be OK. Maybe ban fishing and you can cure 

cancer and grow hair on John Howards head.
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