[image: image1.wmf]
The Fishing Party

A.B.N: 76 086 236 465

HEAD OFFICE (Federal) 

11Watts Close

SINGLETON HEIGHTS NSW 2330

Ph/fax 0265 560338   0408434591  

Email: sinali@bigpond.com
         : sinali@hunterlink.net.au
www.thefishingparty.info
14 August 2005

Media Release

The Government yells, “Come in Spinner” on the back of Recreational Fishing. 

‘The pot of gold has been found after all these years’. ‘Anglers are responsible for huge local economy’ the headlines read. The Fishing Party has been telling the world this for years said the party chairman Robert Smith. Apparently nobody was listening.

Where has this Labor state government been hiding? Everybody from the local pie shop to the most expensive real estate agent to the garbage collector to the state treasurer has known for years that recreational fishing contributed vast financial windfalls to all local economies.

The Port Macquarie and Bermagui surveys are just a blot on the local and tourist angler visit so just imagine the total economic value created over the entire NSW state from this activity.

NSW has a reported one million plus anglers accessing the marine resource annually and as far back as 2002 it has been publicly stated that angling related activity generated $2.9 billion to the national economy with NSW getting the biggest share of the GST revenue amounting to over $80 million per year.

What stupid government would kill this golden goose by over taxing or denying access? We have just witnessed the scrapping of the vendor tax under the same circumstances so here is a chance to scrap the discriminating fishing license, along with expanding fishing areas rather than closing them. No-fishing zones don’t attract the high paying fishing tourist so Governments should be wary with all this Marine Park announcements.

Marine parks are for undeveloped countries where dynamite and poison fish-extraction is rife and no regulations exist. Australia is regulated with no common specie in NSW under imminent extinction threat.  Here is a lesson the bureaucrats would be silly not to listen too.  Abolish the hideous fishing license tax.
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