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Media Release:

 

PORT STEPHENS MARINE PARK HASTE. 

 

 

  “The big guns are out, somebody is worried” is the comment of Robert Smith, The Fishing Party chairman.

 

  Recent anti-marine park upheaval throughout the state of NSW and in particular public meetings and media letters in the electorate and surrounds of Port Stephens against the now gazetted Marine Parks, have the state Labor Government pulling out all stops to make their “lock up our waterways” deal with the greens a reality. The Minister for the Greens- Bob Debus and his sidekick Fisheries Minister Macdonald are certainly making sure they get their way by stealth and arrogance. It now looks like the MPA could not justify the need for a Marine Park and without any justifiable scientific reason the green zone man from Qld has been bought in to manage the spin here.

 

   Mr Haste has achieved a 45% reduction in recreational fishing effort in Qld by stealth and along with that has now got the Federal Government involved in affected business downturn compensation of well over $100 million and possibly heading for $200 million. There is even a legal challenge pending on the fraudulent way the GBMPA went about implementing the green zones (sanctuary). There is NO compensation ever mentioned for NSW businesses affected by Marine Park legislation other than a few commercial fishers. From the local tackle store owner to the local pie shop and holiday rental will suffer when fishing is banned

 

  The Fishing Party says that existing legislation is enough to manage our marine resource rather than lock it up and create another expensive empire. Our recreational fishing and species are not over-fished or even in danger of being so, there is no evidence and green cuddly emotions are not facts. Recreational fishing is miniscule danger to biodiversity compared to what threats really exist. 

This is the threat of sewage, toxic algae, fish habitat destruction, erosion, poisons, siltation, poor water quality and environmental flow and tidal interchange, huge fish kills and dying sea-grass beds, diseases and viruses are being deliberately avoided by governments.  Will marine parks and Sanctuary Zones address these issues and the answer is NO.

 

The CSIRO and the Bureau of Rural Sciences reviewed the effectiveness of the lock-up lock-out sanctuary zones, and found “the review clearly shows that potential fisheries benefits are theoretical and have not been demonstrated in practice.”

Dr Walter Starck has some excellent papers on the Great Barrier Marine Park that dismisses Mr Haste’s agenda.

 

   With most public infrastructure falling apart under state Labor the NSW constituents need to change their voting strategy and stop this rot. The only HASTE should and must occur on the 24th March 2007.
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