HOW DO WE STOP THE GOVERNMENT TAKING OUR FISHING GROUNDS?

The NSW Labor Government is currently rushing legislation through to declare massive marine parks at many of our most popular holiday destinations. Why the rush? To gain “Green” preferences for the NSW State election in March 2007.

With no scientific basis or Environmental Impact Study to support this legislation it becomes very obvious that recreational fisherman are about to lose massive areas of prime coastline for the sake of Labor’s political gain.

According to the Government, marine parks are being established under the guise of environmental protection due to depleting fish stocks. But are recreational fisherman depleting our fish supplies? 

The undeniable way to answer this truthfully is to look at the non-commercially fished recreational fishing zones already established in NSW. For example, Botany Bay and Lake Macquarie are experiencing greatly improved fishing since excluding commercial fisherman. The fish stocks are obviously replenishing rapidly and the eco systems are regenerating just as quickly.

CALL TO ACTION.
Everyone that has ever held a fishing rod needs to write to The NSW Premier and the Minister for Primary Industries and their own local state government member simply stating that this is totally unacceptable. Whilst it may help to include your name on one of the many petitions circulating at the moment, there is far more weight given to individual letters. But we need numbers. So pass this on to as many people as you can. Everyone must act now.

Please email and write to the following  people :

Ian Macdonald, Minister for Primary Industry, Email macdonald.office@macdonald.minister.nsw.gov.au , Fax 02 92283452.

Duncan Gay, Shadow Minister for Primary Industry, Email duncan.gay@parliament.nsw.gov.au , Fax 02 92302923.

The Hon. Morris Lemma, MP, NSW Premier, Email thepremier@www.nsw.gov.au , Fax 02 92283934.

Peter Debnam, NSW Opposition Leader, Email peter.debnam@parliament.nsw.gov.au , Fax 02 93898050.

Your local sitting NSW parliament member, Refer Government website www.nsw.gov.au and search “current members”.
The normally easy-going fisher who was promised a better fishing future from the $30 license fee is now being sold out by the same government. So we need a united fight now to make this and future governments listen.

Will this be enough? Maybe not, so if this legislation gets passed prior to the next election, as hoped by the NSW Government, we all need to give a clear message of our disgust by voting as one in a strategic way.

POWER VOTING
PRINCIPLE ONE – Take away their money.

In the next NSW State election for both the Upper and Lower Houses, give your first preference (vote 1) to a minor party or independent candidate sympathetic to our cause. Examples are The Outdoor Recreation Party and The Fishing Party. They  may then be eligible to receive money from The Electoral Commission for every first preference vote they get. More importantly, the major parties don’t get the money. Funds issued in this fashion in the previous NSW State elections in 2003 totalled over ten million dollars of our tax money. Contrary to major party propaganda this is not a wasted vote even if your minor party candidates don’t even get close to being elected. Due to our preferential voting system if your minor party candidates are eliminated then your next preference candidate is counted. This can then be a major party of your choice who will get your vote but not your money. It’s the perfect each way bet. So tell everyone you possibly can about this voting method because it really scares the major parties. It hurts them in their political pockets.

PRINCIPLE TWO – Who gets your next preference ?

Obviously since it is the current NSW Labor Government that are selling us out it would be best to put either an independent sympathetic to us or The Liberal Party candidate as your next preference. It should be pointed out that this is an optional strategy for maximum benefit.

PRINCIPLE THREE – Leave The Greens off altogether.

The Greens are the group pushing madly for these Marine Parks. They openly state their ideal scenario is to stop us  fishing altogether. Since we have an “optional preferential” voting system in both The NSW Upper & Lower Houses you simply exclude The Green candidates altogether. The last thing we want is The Greens holding the “balance of power” in any parliament at any time. This step is absolutely critical for both houses of parliament.

Please don’t let our children’s fishing future be eroded away by political bargainers. We need to make a huge statement now to make this government and future governments realise we won’t be sold out again and again and again. Please show or email this message to as many fishing mates as possible. We need your action now.
For further voting information visit the NSW State Electoral Office website at  www.seo.nsw.gov.au
