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Last Update: Sunday, September 3, 2006. 12:12pm (AEST)
Anglers meet over Freycinet protected area

A proposed no-fishing zone off the Freycinet Peninsula, on Tasmania's east coast, has local anglers concerned.

The Federal Government wants to create a marine protected area covering almost 60,000 square kilometres around the peninsula.

More than 60 local fishers met in Swansea yesterday to discuss the Government's proposed protection area. 

They are worried the ban will affect tourism, the local economy and the annual Coles Bay fishing competition. 

The national recreational fishing group RECfish's chief executive, John Harrison, says they will ask federal Environment Minister Ian Campbell to adjust the protection area to allow some fishing close to the peninsula. 

"There's a small area that comes right into the state's territorial waters that's highly productive fishing areas, particularly for tuna," he said.

He says while anglers are mostly in favour of the protection area they want fishing to remain in some places.

"What the zone was going to do was make it non-fishable and push anglers out and further up north, which was going to make distance travelling quite a safety issue," he said.

"Plus the fact that the area that was going to be protected was quite a productive recreational fishing ground."
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