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Only People Power can save CareFlight
Show your support, go to  www.careflight.org 
CareFlight - The Truth about the NSW Government’s claims:

The NSW Government has defended its decision using deliberately misleading information. The people of NSW deserve the truth.

NSW Govt Claim: 
The CHC aircraft will be bigger and better.

WRONG 
CareFlight’s tender was based on the SAME aircraft from the SAME manufacturing line as CHC.

NSW Govt Claim:
The CHC aircraft will come on line sooner than any other tenderer.

WRONG
CareFlight’s tender offered to bring the same new larger aircraft on line 7 months earlier than CHC has proposed, to be operational in May 2008. Under this latest decision, CHC will only commence services with OLDER aircraft than CareFlight is currently using in NSW. The Government says CHC will bring their new larger aircraft on line in December 2008.

There has still been no decision on what will happen to services when CareFlight’s contract expires on December 31 (2006) and the proposed commencement of the CHC services in April (2007)

NSW Govt Claim
Doctors are not affected by the outcome of the tender.

WRONG
CareFlight doctors have been SO affected by the decision, they have voted unanimously NOT to fly with the Canadian multinational because of their fears over safety. Air Safety investigation reports have consistently stated that patient’s lives are at risk if doctors, pilots and crew are not working as part of a single service. Under this new decision, doctors would simply be a contracted to the Canadian multinational and its pilots who answer to foreign shareholders. Doctors would not have the same control over safety standards as they currently do with CareFlight. 

NSW Govt Claim:
The Canadian multinational’s service will be safer

WRONG
CareFlight has had an exemplary safety record for the last 20 years of operation in NSW. With the support of the community, CareFlight has in fact become renown internationally for setting the standards in safety and operations 




If this decision was about improving patient safety, why did bureaucrats make a decision without consulting the very doctors carrying out the service? 

NSW Govt Claim:
We can find other doctors to replace the CareFlight doctors who are refusing to fly with the new Canadian multinational over safety fears

WRONG
The NSW Government is suggesting that at a time of chronic national doctor shortages, it can simply pluck inexperienced, junior doctors from already over-stretched NSW emergency departments and expect that patients will be safe.


CareFlight doctors fly with CareFlight BECAUSE of our safety record and BECAUSE we have such overwhelming community support for our services. CareFlight employs more than 2/3rds of the state’s trauma doctors – supplying these senior specialists not just for aero-medical retrieval services, but placing them into emergency departments in NSW hospitals where there are chronic shortages of experienced medical staff.


The doctors’ support for CareFlight as a community and charity organisation is so strong, that when NSW doctors were awarded a 20% pay increase in (year), doctors did not ask for a cent more from CareFlight. Our doctors work for much less pay than they would get in the public system.

NSW Govt Claim
An icon can’t save a life.

WRONG
CareFlight is proud of its reputation as an iconic Australian charity. To attain the status of ‘icon’ means you have worked hard to earn the support and importantly, the trust, of the community for the privilege of providing that service for them. Our people are CareFlight, and equally, CareFlight is our people.

NSW Govt Claim: 
Waiting times for patient retrievals are getting longer.

WRONG 
CareFlight has consistently met all its waiting time targets over 20 years on an annual budget from the Government of just $2.3-million. CareFlight approached NSW Health a year ago seeking an additional $750,000 to fund a larger aircraft and help reduce patient waiting times. NSW Health refused to provide any funds and suggested CareFlight “should sell its larger helicopter” if funding was a problem. Now the Government has announced it can find $23-million a year over 9 years ($187-million more than funding for CareFlight) to fund a profit-making Canadian multinational that answers only to its shareholders.

NSW Govt Claim: 
Under the new contract the Government will continue to seek the support of corporate sponsors.

WRONG
What the Government actually requested of CareFlight, within  hours of the shock announcement, was for it to ‘hand over’ its sponsorship dollars ($100-million from corporate and community donors) to assist it (the Govt) in reducing the now massive expense of bringing the new Canadian multinational service on line.

When CareFlight refused, the Government went further to propose that CareFlight could become the Government’s “sponsorship arm”. In CareFlight’s opinion, this meant being party to a fraudulent and immoral attempt to fleece the NSW public for donations to help Government pay the additional costs of providing the new Canadian multinational service.
NSW Govt Claim: 
The Orange helicopter is currently grounded for 6 days a month.
WRONG
Under the provisions of the current agreement, 6 days maintenance is allowed per month, but the average of actual days is less than 2 days per month.

FOR MORE INFORMATION   www.careflight.org
To register your disapproval write to the Premier of NSW Mr Morris Iemma
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              Street:          Governor Macquarie Tower

                                                      

   Level 40, 1 Farrer Place

                                                       

   SYDNEY  NSW  2000

Only People Power can save CareFlight
