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Mr Bruce Alvey

Australian Fishing Tackle Association

Dear Bruce

Resulting from our phone conversation I would like to offer you the following information.

The Fishing Party has been on a campaign to the public and associated fishing community industries by way of media, news and tackle outlets and especially the fish-chat programs throughout the Nation and public meetings.

This rejuvenated attempt is to create more public awareness and interest of support, be it either financial or in kind for this now established political project to get the fishing community, and the everyday Australian, a voice in the parliaments of Australia. Some might not agree with this direction we are taking but I am sure that the changing circumstances and ongoing anti-fishing decisions are making hesitant constituents think again. No-take zones and Marine parks taking away your favourite fishing spot, beach, jetty or rock is causing a rethink and a balance to this Green anti-fishing agenda is needed desperately. Lobbying is not working and more drastic measures are needed. Governments create this anti fishing legislation and then openly break every rule in that same book for bigger interest groups.

Clever tactics are being applied in making small inroads by creating insignificant closures then developing them into larger areas once legislated, with little available recourse from you or I.

As you are aware The Fishing Party is a Federally registered political party which means we have the potential to stand candidates in every seat of the federal political system including an unlimited number of candidates in each state and territory for their Senate representatives. Further to this, the party is registered in NSW as a state registered party to contest the NSW state and local elections which we have the honour of having already done so. The Party aim is to be registered in all states as branches with their own constitutions and executives and contest each state election on local state issues. Some states do not have a Senate so this means that Lower House seats will be contested and especially the marginal seats will be targeted once we get established. Lobbying in this manner is the most affective way of achieving the results we desire.

A Queensland branch/sub-branch has been formed with outstanding success in the Northern part driven by Mr Kevin Collins and his associates. Victoria has formed a branch with increasing support as we speak attracting some dedicated people. Mr Kraig Dixon has been appointed the Victorian Advocate with a dedicated executive elected there. WA and ACT branches are in the pipeline as well. All this is documented and a website at www.thefishingparty.info , although temporary at this moment, is being further developed by Mr Paul Rebelo in WA and this site will have all the necessary formulas and interaction for our members and visitors. Our aim is to have this site sponsored. 

The Fishing Party originated in NSW as a protest attempt to curb unnecessary fishing/boating fees and other charges and denial of access to favoured fishing and recreation areas. It has progressed beyond NSW boundaries and has become a bigger project with the Nations five million plus anglers the target for starters. These protest issues are still a major concern to myself, and my associates, and remain part of the campaign because history has shown that anglers are an apathetic lot that seem to shrug away concerns if it does not directly affect them, or because they might have to do something. I would like to address these issues with you and allay any concerns you may have of this party’s ultimate goal and aims.

The party’s early stages of formation have seen many rumours and innuendos circulating that we/I were being financed by the commercial fishing sector and that I was a Greenie in disguise. Adding to that I was rumoured to be against Recreation Fishing areas and that I didn’t want commercial fishers bought out. All silly unfounded anti-fishing political stuff, but still irritating. From the word go recreational fishing has taken precedent over any other issue and if it takes that to be written in my blood then so be it.

I did try to get all stakeholders sitting at the one table in the early days and even signed up in an agreement with them to which I have no doubt was the cause of the innuendos and hesitancy to what was going on, but if those mongers took the time and further investigated policies and mission statements, constitutions and party plans they would have seen the true story. My only objection to having recreational fishing havens was that in doing so it created the opportunity for the decision makers to lock you out of other areas. This meant little chance of up-risings because of this carrot dangling tactics of creating the havens. The ultimate directive was seen as being that you will only be allowed to fish 'where we bloody tell you' you can and which wouldn’t upset the anti-fishing lobby.

The objection I had about buying out commercial fishers was that it should not have been done by angler money but rather to be done on a total offering by consolidated revenue to all commercial fishers. (As our attached original plan states)

Not much in the way of policy has changed since then and I will include in this communication those same documents and plans that were circulated back then.

As most people know I am disappointed that a compulsory fishing tax has been implemented and I would like to explain why. I am also disappointed and argumentative with the mainstream fishing fraternity that have just accepted this greedy tax because it was seen as the easy way out. With the introduction of the GST to all the recreational components, activity and associated spin-offs giving the treasury $300 million in tax, this $3 billion annual economic sector to the National economy gets bugger all in return, WHY?  I also have grave concerns of the future of these promises about trusts etc, even though I know that NSW has in place legislation that directs all moneys into the trust be used on recreational fishing, but! Who determines this meaning in reality and with NSW now embroiled in four departments combining -making up the new DPI - with a budget reduction of $37 million and a workforce reduction of 300 and with office closures already taking place, funds of this nature would be seen as an indirect way of propping up budget shortfalls. 

What of the fraudulent collection of fishing monies in Victoria that fund everything but what the funds are supposedly to be used for. This is the best example of what could happen when inefficient and greedy governments need the dollars. My suspicions go even further as to the role that Ministerial appointed committee members have in preventing such calls. I am already suspicious of the spending so far under dubious expense headings that decoy this concern especially with public servants and so- called hidden administration services being paid out. The pie chart does not show true expenditure and only spin doctoring expenditure news items relating to things like Fads and grants for cleaning tables etc are released onto the unsuspecting license payer. I am totally disillusioned and predominantly pissed off at the way anglers were treated with the ‘Borrowing of $20 million from state treasury coffers and the audacity of having to pay back to the government INTEREST on such a deal which will eventuate in the government getting another whack of your monies that you have no say in and the MOGULS let it happen.

My next concern about this tax is why is it not a user pay system or a fair benefactor system. If there are a reported 1 million anglers in NSW (down from 2.5 million when the dollar signs were flashing before Eddie Obeids eyes) why is there only less than 450,000 license holders paying, including interstate ones, where 99% compliance is being reported.

My next and main concern is: Why are just some anglers being made the scapegoat to fund all these changes? If creating these recreational fishing havens and buying out commercial fishers is the save all and be all of creating this utopia in luring anglers to spend more, increasing tourism and business economies with the government collecting even more taxes and GST, then why isn’t there a contribution from this sector. Why is there not a contribution from the public purse that demands all this seafood and places enormous strain on commercial fishing to catch as much as they can in the quickest time which aids the decline in the resource? I find all these reasons for not wanting a RFL creditable but seem to be put off by the fishing moguls who think this license is the only way. My question then is “Why did these moguls not pursue a fairer financial restructure system with the same zest as they did promoting this new tax and new empire”? I assure you my aim and my directive to any successful party candidate will be to secure proper funding through political pressure, for many purposes as well as this fishing resource, so as to reduce the need for state treasurers and greedy Ministers to implement and seek these extra fees and charges.

It is also amazing that Governments like Qld have rejected the saltwater licence proposal as being an impediment to their tourism with WA just plain rejecting the idea and the Northern Territory can manage its recreation fishery quite well without this fishing tax burden. The deliberately leaked feelers are out to gauge reaction to a proposed increase in this fishing tax and ramp fees/registrations even at this early stage. In laying my cards on the table, my disappointment is most vocal at Ministerial appointed so-called angler peak representative groups who will not stand up as angler representatives in regard to the real issues.

The preceding issue is only the tip of the iceberg and The Fishing Party has many issues on its agenda that it will be addressing when it gets the elected chance.

 I would like to list a summary of the statements that I, as the chairman, stand by and that I have and will advocate to the party. I will be endeavouring to gain political support from any person or persons, group or association at Federal, State and Local Government level by my belief in these statements. Even if I were an Independent seeking political support I would not vary anything that I say or do without a sensible explanation or rethink. This is reflected in existing policies that form The Fishing Party documents and have been accepted at party level. State and Territories may and will have differentiating statements that support their particular state issues but overall the intended outcome will be evident.

· The overriding factor will be to have sustainable fishing (recreational, commercial, indigenous).

· The recreational fishing sector and recreational ‘other activities’ remain the number one preferential campaign topic.

· Commercial fishing will be supported in a sustainable management regime where local seafood will be harvested for local consumption rather than export and import.

· I will recognise all stakeholders as part of this sustainable renewable resource on a pro rata contributions basis. i.e. if you benefit from the resource then you will contribute financially to its management.

· Aquaculture fisheries will only be supported if proven to be environmental and specie friendly.

· I will campaign against extra taxes and fees including abolishing the RFL on the basis that I will secure proper funding for departments to do their job that we have elected their governors to do.

· I will campaign to have recreational representatives elected democratically to oversee recreational resource management and research.

· I will campaign on research and development to improve our marine resource and environment.

· I will be supporting small business wherever it may be and seek compensation for those businesses that are compromised by legislation.

· I will seek community input on other everyday Australian concerns regarding the environment, water quality and quantity and public facilities along with their proper funding. Healthy waterways and river systems relate to a healthy economy.

· I will be seeking community input to have improved public facilities for the recreational fisher and boater.

· I will campaign on the continued education for sustainable fishing, not emotional propaganda.

· I will seek a Government program to further reduce the commercial fishing operations Australia wide by securing buybacks from Government Funding. 

· I will be seeking TAC’s on the remaining fishing structures.

· I will ensure that sensible legislation and policy is put forward to balance the anti-fishing lobby that will leave recreational fishing to continue rather than be outlawed.

· I will be targeting legislation rather than individuals.

The Fishing Party will be a product of Australia wide ideas and promotions from its members and as I have stated previously, if the party is successful I would set up an advisory stakeholder group to determine what legislation would be opposed and what legislation would be introduced. There are already suggestions of developing this party structure beyond the realms of FISHING because of dissatisfaction of major party policy on both sides. A party name change is possible at some future date but my direction is to get this initial target up in mainstream politics first and attract expertise to the ranks.

As an example of projects taken on board so far here in NSW the party had some input into the Federal Senate enquiry with the Poverty Commission that toured the country and  we addressed the Newcastle consultation forum with a submission.

We also have put submissions into the NSW Government on the Grey Nurse Shark, Black Market and Threatened Species commissions.

We have toured Southern NSW with inspections to degraded waterways (Wonboyn Lake, Wallaga Lake, Lake Wollumboola and Myall Lakes and Lake Cathie) in regard to oyster kills, algal outbreaks and fish kills and blockages to tidal flows. These issues are still an ongoing agenda that will be tackled.

We have addressed The Healthy Rivers Commission and put in submissions. 

We have toured the Canberra area and linked up with the Ballallaba group in regard to the degradation of the Molonglo River fish habitat by the derelict Captains Flat Gold mine contamination.

We have been instrumental in submissions and requests to renew the Crowdy Bay boat ramp and are now involved with the Newcastle upgrade of the Carrington Boat ramp.

We have campaigned on beach access and for proper maintained 4wd entrances for anglers and have successfully gained additional campsites in the Myall National Park for visiting anglers and holidaymakers.

Mr Paul Hennelly, our environmental officer, has been involved in Algal bloom studies and those committees and I have addressed Manly Council and NSW Government in regards to the unnecessary closure of Cabbage Tree Bay to fishing as a safe access spot for family fishing.

We will now be campaigning on the water quality and associated problems with the Hawkesbury River inefficient effluent treatment and the Hunter River industrial toxic runoffs

In the coming Federal Election from NSW we will be targeting four Lower House marginal seats and will have a minimum of two candidates for the Senate (I will be one of them). The party will have two Senate candidates in Qld and is endeavouring to select two in Vic and possibly two in WA.

In Qld there are issues with the RAP program, GBRMA and green zones which I am sure you are aware of. The Fishing Party (Qld) is heavily involved in that right at this moment.

In Victoria the branch is campaigning on issues relating to the Port Phillip Bay dredging and Marine Park proposals as well as Freshwater initiatives.

I hope this information has given you some insight of our direction and I am happy to further discuss or arrange a meeting with you and your association at any time.

I will be coming to Queensland in August representing the other hat that I wear for the AAA mid term meeting. My Victorian advocate, Mr Kraig Dixon, will be in Brisbane in August also. If it is convenient a meeting can be arranged with you to discuss any concerns you might have about this political party strategy.

Yours truly,

Robert Smith

Federal Party Chairman

The Fishing Party
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