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ANGLERS HELD TO RANSOM BY FISHING TAX

The Fishing Party is calling on the NSW Government and Fisheries Minister Ian Macdonald to provide to the public an Independent Audit of this fishing license.

Is this a case of extra state taxes being forced on the fishing community to replace drastic cuts to Departmental budgets? Are anglers now paying replacement Public Servant redundancies and hidden costs under dubious headings? Who controls the Ministerial appointed recreation advisers and how are they selected. Just because a few misguided anglers suggested this tax does not mean a consensus. If this license is widely called for as the Minister infers then it should be a voluntary contribution with the $200 non-compliance penalty withdrawn

Robert Smith, the party chairman, challenges the actual need for such an extra state tax on a publicly owned resource when the Government has reaped in over $320 million in angler associated GST revenue over the last four years with very little returned. “It’s discrimination and I refuse to purchase one” Mr Smith said, when one million anglers access the resource and only 40% need to be licensed, plus commercial fishermen and the public consumer take from the same fish stocks on an unequal financial contribution to the resource sustainability. The $38 million license revenue has seen the Government also collect millions in interest from it as angler debt.

Those few who support this license tax are blinded by the bait offered, need to consider who really benefits from it. With large tracts of recognized easy access fishing areas targeted for closure anglers are being hoodwinked by this green agenda driven NSW Government. Recreation fishing havens do not compensate for these targeted closures and no access zones. A fairer system would be for all users and beneficiaries to contribute through the GST revenue where the Government could spend as much as it takes to manage this resource sustainably and still get political point-scoring.

Robert Smith

Chairman

